
   

Let’s Journey Together As A Global Family! 

Dear Marists of MDA, 

Gather together as District Leaders in Bangkok during April 15-17, 2018, we had a very good chance to 
listen to one another, to share our concerns and find support and courage to continue our daily life and 
dreaming and journeying together as a Global Family. Keep dreaming realistically and joyfully the reality of 
our District for those few years ahead. 

We had the opportunity to go through the calls of the 22nd General Chapter: 

• As a global charismatic family, a beacon of hope in this turbulent 
world. 

• To be the face and hands of your tender mercy. 
• Inspire our creativity to be bridge-builders. 
• To journey with children and young people living on the margins of 

life. 
• To respond boldly to emerging needs. 

We share with all of you some of the thoughts, feelings, challenges that we shared as leaders: 

“To keep being human in our relations, keep cultivating a simple life style, making our places as a real 
home.” 

“A call to listen to the others carefully before to move to the action.” 

“We must let go of paternalistic economic models and challenge each one of us to find ways to be 
sustainable.” 

“Keep encouraging lay local people in order to continue sharing charism and 
mission together.” 

 “To prepare the local brothers and laity, trusting in them in order to continue 
sharing life and mission as a Marists of Champagnat.” 

 “We are being attached to material things, securities. Where is our simple life 
style?” 

 



 “We have to grow more in spirituality, see our life and mission in a more positive way and value much 
more the talents in each person.” 

“I am happy although I know we are fragile and full of insecurities.” “Each one of us is trying to do his 
best in the mission but we still could share more our richness’s and support among the AU’s.” 

“To keep our presence among those who are excluded, displaced.” 

Let’s journey together as a global family!”. “Our task is urgent, and our goal ambitious. God is calling us 
to be Champagnats today.” 

Many Blessings to everyone. 

Br. Isma Valls 
 

Ceremony of First and Perpetual Vows in Negombo, Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Newly Professed Brothers     Perpetual Vows-Br. Jiji Dassan 



Congratulations Brothers for your commitment to God, Church and to the Institution. 

 

Meeting of Lavalla 200 Members active in the MDA 
 

Brothers Larry (Davao), Real (Sri Lanka Novitiate), John 

Lavnge (Mondulkiri), Ricardo Piña (Pailin), Ms Laura 

Miño (CN) and Mr Aldo Cesar Farias (Pailin), participants 

in the first and second session of the program, held a 

three-day meeting (March 23 to 25) in the Pastoral 

Center of Phnom Penh. 

Bros. Jeff Crowe and Angel Medina, responsible for the 

program, convoked and conducted the meeting.  During 

those days they reflected on the challenges, difficulties and joys they were experimenting in their 

respective countries of mission. 

Bros. Hoan Castro, Chris Wills and Valdicer Civa Fachi, future Cmi secretary, were also in attendance. Bro 

Jeff encouraged the members to be open to the Spirit and to let Him act in their lives. Bro. Hoan thanked 

the Lavalla 200 team for the effort they are making to support the mission in the District of Asia. 

Novitiate Advisory Team and Novitiate Council meetings 

From 8th to 10th March, the Novitiate Advisory Team had their 

annual meeting with the presence of Bro. Lecio (East Timor), Bro. 

Devasiri (South Asia) and Bro. Paco Garcia (MDA) to evaluate the 

Novitiate functioning and make recommendations to the Novitiate 

Council. 

The Novitiate Council, made up of the Provincials and District 

Leaders of the AU involved in the Novitiate, were happy to support 

the report prepared the Novitiate Advisory Team. 

One of the statements of the report read:  

“All staff members expressed that the Novitiate program is working well. Interaction with novices 
from other congregations create a healthy environment for the growth of the novices and feeling 
that they are not alone. The workshops on non-violent communication, intercultural living, and other 
topics, conducted by external resource persons, were very helpful.”  

Congratulations to the Novitiate team and to the Advisory team for their good work. 

      



 Bro. Doroteo Roman: 

Doro concluded his 9 years period as a member of MDA and he returned to his 
Province of Cruz del Sur on the 28 of March. We give thanks again to Doro for 
his generosity and courage to overcome all the trials and difficulties that he found 
along the way. Living in intercultural set-ups was a big challenge as well as 
learning the languages of those countries. 

Doro worked hard to master some of those languages and never gave up in front 
of the difficulties.  

Doro, we wish you all the best in your new mission. Courage!!!! 

                         Rosa Maria Schiaffino   

Rosa, a future member of the Lavalla 200 Program, was active in Samut 

Sakhon for the last five months. Now she is back in Spain and on May she 

will join the Lavalla 200 Program to prepare herself for a new 

commitment. We were blessed with her presence. 

All the students liked her and she also loved the kids. In a letter that she 

wrote she mentioned:  

“These last few days of farewell make me see how lucky I am to live this 

experience. For that reason, I can only thank for the opportunity of having been 

here, for the boys and girls of the center, for their emotional embraces when saying goodbye, for the 

knowledge acquired in these months: the experience within and outside the classroom… All this have made 

me feel very appreciated.”  

Thanks, Rosa and we are waiting for your return. 

Br. Juan 

Celebration of Religious Profession 

 Sri Lanka - Br. Real 
 

 “He looks on me, he lifts me up!” (Lk 1 :48,52) this is the theme that 

has been chosen by Br. Hettiarachchige Pradeep (Sri Lanka), Br. Wang 

Peng (China), Br. Xia Baoxuan (Ch), Br. Rubel Nokrek (Bengladesh) 

and Br. Lê Danh Thuong (Vietnam) for their first profession and Br. Jiji 

Dhasan (India) for his perpetual vows. At the same time, Br Dulaj 

Fernando (Sri Lanka) has renewed his vows for one year.   The 

celebration took place on April 7 at Maris Stella College Chapel, 

Negombo. Mgr. Pierre Nguyen Van Tot was the main celebrant. 

Br Mervyn Perera, leader of the Province of South Asia, has acted as 

the delegate of the Rev. Brother Superior General for the profession of first vows, and has been accompanied by Br. 

Juan Castro, Leader of the District of Asia. Br. Óscar Martin, General Councillor, has received Br. Jiji’s vows. 

It has been a celebration full of joy and gratitude for “the great things the Mighty One has done for each one of these 

brothers.” And in this moment of our Marist Life, “called to be a global charismatic family and beacon of hope in this 

turbulent world,” we sang together on a most significative way: 



 

New Marists in mission, come join in the song. 
New Marists in mission, wherever you’re from! 
Together with Mary, her final word: 
Do whatever he tells you. Keep the Word in 
your heart. 
 

 

 

 

SAIGON COMMUNITY 

We began our activity in September: Salvador as the new responsible of the Candidates and Superior 

of the Community, Canisio as Formator in the Aspirancy. From mid-September to the end of 

December, Pietro took part to the course of the third age and spent a few weeks with his family. Then 

it has been the holiday time of Canisio, in January and February, prolonged to the end of March 

because of the death of his father. At the beginning of February Salvador also left Saigon for his 

country and will return the first of April. After Tet, Brother Cong joined as well our community.  

 

Community Activities: 

 

September Welcoming to the new Candidates group 

and the Aspirant Thanh. 

January, Salvador's Birthday and Institute Day 



We planned the Holy Week (from Thursday to Easter Sunday) in a Parish of Bao Loc, to celebrate 
the Mysteries of the Lord with intensity and devotion. 

From the first week of April the whole community is in place, but in May the brothers Salvador and 
Cong will participate to a course for formators organized in Rome by the Institute. 

Presently there are 5 Candidates and 1 Aspirant among us. For the months after Easter we foresee 
the presence of other young people interested for the "Come and See" experience. 

A simple reflection. Our mission with young people, in the first stage of their vocational journey in 
a systematic contact with the Marist community, is always a stimulus and a challenge to adapt the 
formators Brothers to their situation and to respond suitably to their "dreams" to be apt for 
educating the children and the neediest boys. Perhaps the activities already carried out in Vietnam, 

Welcoming of Agnes & members of the 

Tan Chau community. Br. Pietro's 

birthday 

Experience of the Aspirant Thanh in La 

Valla school, Cambodia 

Br. Cong's spiritual retreat in Da Lat, in 

preparation to his Temporary Vows 

Renewal 

The weeks of Tet holidays have been dedicated to the vocational promotion in Parishes of Bao Loc (Lam Dong 

Province), Ha Tinh and Nghe An, with activities and visits to families. In this mission Br. Pietro had the support of 

some Candidates and other young people. Many thanks to each of them. 

 

Activities of the candidates in Saigon: Apostolate in a children school dealt by nuns; Sunday mass 

animation in the parish of Binh Hung and in the Camillo hospice. 



able to show what could be their apostolic mission in the future, are not sufficiently settled out. It 
is necessary and urgent to continue to identify and implement fields of apostolate that should give 
enthusiasm to young people adhering to the Marist ideal. 
 

Tan Chau community - Quy 
 

Happy Easter to all Champagnat’s Marists 

As I have mention on many other occasions in the news and reports, as a community we try our best 

to accommodate everyone. 

At the present time we have six members in our community: two undertaking “come and see” are 

students, one is on his community experience, and the other is a local lay Marist, and us; the two. 

Michael is currently teaching more than when he was a principal. He is teaching English in our house 

and at many other places outside of the community. He is also giving some input on the vocation to 

the “come and see”, at the same time he is doing the lay desk in VN. 

Meanwhile, although I am in charge of the project, I’m a little free at present. I am taking a lead in it. 

However, the progress is slow. The project is proving difficult to get underway without the enthusiastic 

support we need from local authorities. 

 

 

studying and doing translations.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

       Michael preparing his Lesson plan                      Hai and Quy Discussing on a project 



Quoc Oai Community- Ha Noi, Viet Nam - Antonio 
New Horizons Project 

The last few months at New Horizons had been filled with activities. At the end of December, we held the 

Christmas festival in which students and volunteers prepared English songs and other performances. Also we 

had at the beginning of the year different activities related to the new year. Right after Tet holiday we said 

goodbye to 4 of the international volunteers and we welcomed another group of 7 young men and women 

from Germany that are working in the schools nearby supporting students and teachers.  Other activity that se 

have just restarted is the skype classes in which every week our students speak to Australian Students through 

skype. 

Now we are getting ready to welcome the new professed Brother Thuong, he will come sometime at the 

beginning of they to spend a month with us. Then the novice Hoang Anh will join the community for his 

community experience. 

 

Working with the Blind People. 

For four years now, we have worked in association with the Blind Centre in Hanoi, about 20 kms. from our house 

at Quoc Oai.   This year Geoff continues to be involved in teaching English to students there.  Last year’s pilot 

music program, which both Geoff and Br Cong were involved in has been successfully completed. 

The students all of whom are extremely disadvantaged, come from all over Vietnam to develop their skills - 

Massage, IT, Management, Music etc. so that it might be possible for them to gain useful employment back 

home and to make a valuable contribution to their communities.  Marist Solidarity Australia continues to 

support these courses financially.  Our ongoing support is valued highly by the blind community. 

This year also the Quoc Oai community has arranged private donors to provide some set up costs so that a very 

capable blind woman could realize her dream of establishing a new service that would employ five blind 

masseurs.   We have been very happy to be associated with supporting this venture and it has now become a 

reality. 

 

 

 

 

 



Initial formation, our challenge

From MDA Postulancy Formation Community in Davao  

 

Dear Brothers and Lay Marists, 

In the last years, transcendental facts have been carried out for the life of our Marist Institute that affect, in 

a clear and concise way, the initial formation of the young people that we accompany at a Marist global 

level and in particular in our Marist District of Asia. 

➢ International colloquium of formation (L’Hermitage, 2015). 

➢ The preparation (with the three letters of the Superior General) for the celebration of the 

bicentenary of the Marist foundation: "La Valla 200, a new beginning". 

➢ The renovation of our Constitutions. 

➢ The XXII General Chapter in Rio Negro, Colombia (8 Sep – 20 Oct 2017) with its five calls.  

➢ And as Region of Asia level (South Asia Province, East Asia Province and MDA) the meeting at 

MAPAC (January 2018) for working on the Itineraries of formation. 

In all these events, in some way, appears a 

fundamental question about the 

formation of our Brothers and Lay 

Marists: What kind of formation we 

should develop for this “New beginning” 

that challenges us? 

In the International colloquium of 

formation, at L’Hermitage, appeared 

some important traits, like: a) We need to 

move from a structure of “stages” to one of 

processes in journeys, b) the emphasis is on the personal process, c) to ensure the inter-connectedness and continuity 

of the process in the different stages of the journey, d) to make sure that along the journey we provide joint formation 

opportunities (Brothers and lay people) that strengthen the identity of each person, e) the growing sense of being 

available for the whole world, etc. 

In the General Chapter Br. Emili, speaking about “Formation: New wine in new wineskins” suggested some 

practical proposals; 

➢ If we think that a Marist Brother is someone with ‘global availability’, a Brother for the world, 

what programs and houses of formation do we need? Would we accept the Superior General to 

appoint Brothers to their mission after their final profession? 

➢ If we are called to be mystics and prophets, what process of initiation is required? 

➢ If we imagine our future as linked to lay Marists, what are the consequences of this for our 

formation? 

➢ How can we improve the process of screening candidates, especially when there are bigger 

groups of them? 

➢ Isn’t now the right moment to rethink formation as a whole, from initial through to ongoing, in 

the light of the experience of recent years and the profile of the Marist Brother we want? 



In the five calls of the General Chapter we can 

guess what kind of brothers would have to be 

formed in our houses of formation for such calls to 

take effect. How do these five calls affect our 

formation processes in our Marist District where we 

are placing the “foundation stones” of the Marist 

presence in our mission countries? What kind of 

programs should we develop to ensure that the five 

calls make impact in our District? 

I think this is our challenge as brothers who 

accompany the young people in all phases of the initial formation and this is our road also. This is the path 

to which we are called to walk: to journey with our young people in vocational discernment. 

In the Postulancy phase we follow inspired by our last General Chapter “Journeying together as a GLOBAL 

FAMILY”. 

With it vision in mind our formation process in the postulancy of Davao continues to be a wonderful 

experience, a gift and at the same time a challenge. A gift because we consider our young people are been 

sent by Mary (Marcellin Ch.), in this “turbulent world” and challenge because the diversity of cultures, 

countries and backgrounds of our candidates make the whole community, especially the Formation Team, 

sensible to each one of them, respecting their own culture and at the same time the desire of building a 

Marist Community with a new style, cultivating the Marist of Champagnat characteristics. 

The five calls of General Chapter invite us to put 

the foundation principles in our formation 

process. A challenge to develop in the 

discernment process of our postulants, the 

capacity to be “a beacon of hope in this turbulent 

world”, “To be the face and hands of God’s tender 

mercy”, “To be bridge-builders”, “To journey 

with children and young people living on the 

margins of life” and “To respond boldly to 

emerging needs”. 

A challenge to update our formation program to 

the reality of our candidates and to the needs of 

the Church and our Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fraternally, 

Br. Paco 



Samut Sakhon – Thailand 

 

In Thailand we are in the middle of the summer holidays, ready to celebrate the Songkran Water Festival, maybe 

the funniest event of the year for everybody!  Now you can see every day more and more people wearing the 

colourful flowered shirts in the streets. 

I was going to talk about this and about our sadness 

because miss Rosa has gone back home after 5 months 

join our mission and project.  But a conversation that I have 

just had right now has changed my mind. 

 

Because with our kids it’s not exactly the same than for all 

the Thai people…  the holidays mean to stay closed at home 

(“room” is a better word for it), with three options:  sleep, 

watch TV or, if they are old enough, play with their 

telephone.  Yes, so boring!  And I am not exaggerating:  no 

more options!   Most of them cannot do any other thing, not 

even going down the street to meet friends or to play.  

Today a 11yrs. girl was telling me through Messenger: (just second day of their 4 weeks holidays!): “Brother, I 

miss the school, my friends and teachers. ไม่มีท่ีไป หนูตอ้งอยุบ่า้น (“I don’t have where to go. I must stay at home”). 

 

And it’s true.  Not only because the streets are so busy, crowded, dirty and 

dangerous (much more in her neighbourhood, the one in the pictures), 

which is completely true, but because they can be caught by the police.  

It sometimes happens, and then a disaster looms around that family:  a 

bribe will be enough?  Can they afford it?  Will they be forced to go back 

to Myanmar?  Will they lose their job here? 

 

That’s one of the two main reasons for us, the brothers, to organize a 

three-weeks Program of activities.   We cannot offer it to all our 125 

students, but only to the older ones.  Not enough place, teachers or 

money. 

 

The other reason is to keep these teenagers away from the…  

temptation? … pressure of the parents? … eagerness to earn some 

money?   which is to accept an easy job for a few days.  Once they 

receive some cash, they can buy any cheap nonsense, or they feel that 

“the adult world” can be an exciting challenge… we have lost them for 

ever.   And they have lost for ever their opportunity of being educated, 

better prepared for a better future, and their opportunity of enjoying 

their childhood. 

 

So… we have three exciting weeks ahead, ready to enjoy with them 

plenty of activities:  computer, cooking, taekwondo, knitting, 

basketball, guitar, swimming-pool…   April 11th, is the first day.  May the Good Mother bless these programs, 

the good people who contributed with funds to pay them, our kids and their families. 

Br. Andres 

 

 



 

April 2018  

 3rd Tran Van Than 

5th Gilbert Dakora 

10th Rubel Raphael 

 20th Hung Nguyen Thanh 

May 2018 

 5th Anton Tien Cong 

9th Xia Baoxuan 

10th Hoang Anh (Novice) 

 20th Mark Poro 

29th  Duy Binh (Novice) 
  

 

Good wishes and Prayers 
Brothers  
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Bro. Juan Castro, fms 

 

 
Bro. A.H.Alex,fms 
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